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VC-4 PILOT
CRASHES IN SEA

LT A.L. Degrofl

LT A.L. Degroff,serving with
i VO=f aboard the USS ANTIETAM,
, ‘erashed Into the sea on April
13 and was brought to a safe
recovery through the combined
efforts of the USS WALLER,Com-
mander Tesk Unit 81.4.2, and
V=4,

His plens, suffering from
loas in fuel pressure, LT, De-
groff plloted to & cresh land-
ing. The pilot then abandoned
the plane and tock to & rubber
life raft to await the arrivel

» ., of the rescus teoems,.

The 1BS WALLER DIE 446 steam-
ed from 1its loeation, some
eight miles from the downed
pllot, while planes of VC-4
hovered over to keep the pilot

company end to ensure that he
did not become lost,
Approximately 15 minutes

after the plane crashed, the
pllot waes plcked up by the
WALLER,

LT. Degroff 1s a native of
South Bend, Ind. He attended
the Tllincls Institute of Tech-
nology at Chicago.He has serv-
ed with VC-4 s8ince July of
1953,

RADM LEE REPORTS

ABOARD

ComCarDiv 14 officially hoisted its flag high above the

ANTIETAM'S canted deck at 0800, 11 April 1954,

Fitshugh Lee in command.

7,000 TH LANDING

LTJG KOEHLER

On Aprﬂ 13’ LT H-G- Koehler
of VC-4, who hails from Chi-
cago, Ill., made the 7,000th
lending aboard the ANTIETAM,
As 1s normal practice with all
of the 1,000 landings, a cake
cutting ceremony 1s observed
with the officers and crew of
the squadron, But not se with
this landing.

The ceke was sent to the of-
filcers and men of the USS WAL-
1ER DDE -446 as a token of ap—
preciation of the personnel of
V=4 for the recovery of their
downed pilot, LT. A,L. Degroff
who was rescued on the 13th of
April by the WALLER.

The cake, which was brought
to the destroyer by high-line,
was & sort of extra gesture
of gratitude. In the past, it
has been the practice to send
fce cream to the rescue ship.
ANTIETAM went that one better
by sendling the ice cream and
thecanted—deck caks to go with
it.
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RADM FITZHUGH

Carrier Division 14 1is
operating as a Hunter-Killer
group with the importent task
of tracking down and destroy-
ing enemy submarines.This new-
ly originated mission is com-
manded by RADM Fitzhugh Lee
with the ANTIETAM ag his flag-
ﬂhipl !

ADM Lee has been in command
of Carrier Division 1/ since
November , 1953,

Graduating from the Naval
Academy with the class of
1926, ADM Lee has served most
of his time in the aviation
branch of the Navy.

During World War I1I, he wna
awarded tha MNavy Croas and
Gold Star for hie service in
the Pacific theatrs,

Since the war, he has been
Commanding Officer of the 18S
Franklin D, Roosevelt and Com-
manding Officer of Naval Air
Station, Norfolk, Va,

LEE



EASTER SERVICES |

BROADCAST
TO DIVISION SHIPS

Easter services were con-
ducted aboard the ANTIETAM on
Easter Sunday while the ship
wag opersting as part of the
Carrier Division 14.

Facing the problem of con-
ducting services for the Al=
TIETAM and far what other ships
In the division he could, Chep-
lain Sesaions had originelly
Planned to visit several of
the ships during the day and
conduct short services,

But during the process of
planning for the Holyday act-
ivities, the {des was devised
to broadoast the services from
the ANTIETAM to the other
ships 1in the division that
otherwise would have no divine
#services,

On Easter Morning, Chaplain
Sessions conducted non-sectar—
lan services which were broad-
cast on Group Frequency for
all ships In Carrier Division

The response wes very edify-
Ing," seid Chaplain Sessions,

RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT

PAID BY I&E OFFICER
ON STATION BIAS

“nDon't walt - 1t may be too
late,
(- 8ay shipmate,..are ¥ou going
up for your next rate%You bet=
ter not wait too long.The next
- fleet-wide exams for advance-
ment in raete are scheduled for
August. Doesn't leave you too
much time..Apply for your cor-
respondence course NOW. Viait
your Training Office,,Take out
8 correspondence course,,..You
mist have it in your records
that you completed your train-
ing course before you go up
for your next rata, Tt's not
too late,...,.But 1t will be.sse
Yes, it may be too late,if you
wa itl. (A EEE
This anncuncement waa paid
for by the experience of your
Training Officer,...Viait your
Training Officer tomorrow.,.,.
Make it a point to make pointe

1
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Humphry, Congressman Westl f
Mesers. M.A. Andrus, Wa—rﬁ*

AT SEA

WINNE_R

The Enlisted Men's Recrest-
lon Committee recently announ-
ced the winner in the"Neme The
Dog" contest,

Irving  Emtrowitz, HM 3,
Medicsl department, was the
¥inner of the $25,00 savings
bond when his entry was chosen
a8 the best name for the boxer
Purpy adopted as the ship's
mascot while the ship was in
Guantename Bay, Cuba,

Kantrowitz' choice was "Gae
Que", This name was chosen, he
sald, "because it was around
the time of all the General
Quarters drills we were under-
going that the PUPpy cEme A
board and it will be an BS80C=
lation that not many will for-
get soon,"

VISITORS ON

EASTER

e
—_—

ANTIETAM - .
The Nevy is now putting ints
effect a guest program to amc-

quaint the American Publie
th_the Nawys

—
Visiting the ANTIETAM during
the two—week crulse am Sanatarﬁ

Ackerman, C.5. Dewesse, Mar-
shall Hall, William FPate, J.C,
McNesse, J,N, Moore, Albert
Hardy,Chad Cerswell, T.C. Law,
Lafayette Montgomery, E.T.
Methvin, Gene Craig, Robert
Watterson, J,L. Conner, and

Frank Wilson,
This program aims at oreate

ing a public understanding of
the Navy and 1ts valatdiamnabdw |

EMERGENCY OPERATION
PERFORMED ON ANTIETAM

Dr, G.F. Corey performed the
operution assisted by Drs,
Dobson and Smith.

One of the ship's hospital
staff, commenting on the oper-
ation, saild "the ship was
steady" end conditions for
operating were very favorable,
The operation was completed in
approximately three hours,

At last report,hospital of-
ficlals said his condition was
good and he 18 expected to be
released end returned to his
sHip in about one week.

wes performed

An operstion
in the Sick Bay of the AN-
TIETAM when a member of an se—
companying ship of the divis-
ion took sick.

LT(Jg) Robert L. Walters of
the 1SS FEFPLER DDE 765 was
transferred to the ANTIETAM by
high-1ine on the evenlng of 14
April for an emergency appen—
dectomy operation,

He noticed first symptoms
early during the day md as
they became more severe,he wag

' Pl ey T R e R e



ANTIETAM RETURNS SHIP'S MASCOT GETS

ANTIETAM PROUD BEARER
OF BATTLE FLAGS
FROM CIVIL WAR BATTLE

The historieal battle flags
carried by the troops of the
North and South st the Civil
War balttlea of Antietam Creek
remaln treasured in the glass
encagement on the Quarter-deck
where theywere placed st thelr
presentation,about a year ago.

The flags were presented to
the ANTTETAM during a f1ight
deck ceremony on April 11,
1953,while the ship was berth-
ed at Bayonne Naval Base,

Thea battle streamers were
the gifts of the 165th infan-
try regiment, of MNew York's

"Mghting 69th Division" end
the 167th infantry regiment of
the "0ld 4th Alabama Divisionl

is shown
explaining the story of the
flage to his new
R.L. Vines, PHAA,
White, AM.

W.G. {ennings, PH 1,

shipmates,
and T.C.

HOBBY ENTHUSIASTS

ENTHUSED
HOBBY SHOP RE-OPENS

The Hobby Shopls now reocpen-
ed after securing for repaint-
ing.

The stock haa also been re-
plenished and the shop 1s once
more operating full scale,

HOME FROM THE SEA

WELCOME

HOME

At 1126 Monday morning, 29
March, the first line was cast
of f the bow of the ANTIETAM as
she edged to the pler at
Quonset Point, Rhode Island,

After six weeks of extensive
training st Guantenamo Bay,
Cuba, the ANTIETAM returned to
the United Stateas, Passing the
operational readiness with an
overall rating of ™ GOOD " the
ANTTETAM now begins her opera-
tions as a Hunter FKiller Car-
rier.

In keeplng traditlon,mothers,
wivea, and sweethearts waited
enxlously as the newly named
Fleg ship ceme =&alongside the
Quonset pler, to greet their
loved ones home from the sea,

MARINE DET. C.O.
RECEIVES PROMOTION

Cept. R.M. Wadsworth, USMG,
was recently promoted +to his
present rank while serving as
Commanding COfficer of the Mar-
Ine detachment aboard US35 AN-
TIETAM,

He entered the Marine Corps
In 1943,

In June, 1953, Capt Wadsworth

reported aboard the [BS AlN-
TTETAM from Quantico, Va,
Capt. Wadsworth 1is from

Ronald, Washington. Before en-
tering the service, he attend-
ed College of Pacdfic in Stock-
ton, Celifornia,

“NEW LOOK”

Gee Que, the newly adopted
mascot for the ANTIETAM, spent
most of hils two weeks on the
beach whila the ship was in
Quonset Point. However, 1t was
not because of a dislike fhr
sea 1ife,

Gee Que, or Stonewall as he
is sometimes called, took ad-
vantage of the time in port to
do what all good 1ittle Boxer
pupples dojhave his ears trim-
med.When the ship arrived, off
he went to Dr. Norman Meyer's
veterinary Clinie 1n Fast
Greenwich, R.I. for Operation
"Canted Eara",

When reporting back aboard
the ANTIETAM for duty, Gee Que
was greeted by a hoat of
friendas who welcomed him a-
board,Despite his awkward hos-
pital-furnished coller, he
showed great joy at belng back
aboard the ship and among hia
friends, This wes proof enough
that "Operation Canted Ears"
was completed and was a great

BUucoasSs .

LIBRARY TO RECEIVE
600 NEW BOOKS

The ship's library is expeot-
ed to recelve a large atock of
new books, 1t was announced
recently,

Some 600 books were ordersd
by Chaplain Sesslons following
the completion of additional
shelves in the library.
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Front row (L to RY H. Waite,

K. Hart.
feller,
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ANTIETAM BASKETEERS
DEFEAT OFFICERS £0-48

[,

‘The ANTTETAM basketball team
glosed out the 1953-54 ssason
with a rousing wvictory over
the ship's officers BN-48 last
Thursday at the Biro gyv» on
Quonset Point stetion., This
was the 13th victory of the
season agalnst 6 losses,

The officers led by Eas.
Burpham's 17 points, held the
"flying A" squed well in check
throughout the first helf and
were only +trailling by four
points at half-time.During the
Firet 30 minutes the officers!
height kept the ANTIETAM hoop-
stera off the backboards md
dliminated them from fast-
breaking plays.

Starting the second helf the
Aue and Grey lads went into =&
sone defense, with big Lennie
itarrat md Art Morr clearing
the backboards 1ike they oimed
them, With control of the re-
sounds being  taken by the AN-
[TETAM five, the officera scon
"ound themselves on the slow
:nd of a mountlng score.

Joe Hauser turned in the out-
itanding performance of the
iame scoring 28 polnta. Robert
locook was right behind him
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VOLLEYBALL
Gi.
Back row (L te R} ]. Beatty,

'-%m,'
TEAM

Skinner, C. Murphy,

D. Hilten,
A. Nelson, F. Benway, .

V-1-A V-1-C

VOLLYBALL VICTORS

V-1 A&C Division was crowned
the vietor in the Guantanamo
Bay volleybsll tournament by
defeating V-2 Division in two
straight pames 21-16 and 21-17,

A. Nelson and G. Zeller were
the leading spikers for the V-1

crev ably assisted by G. Skin-,

ner md H., Hart with their
fine set-ups,

V=1 was undefeated in tourn-
ement play while V-2 was de-
feated both times by V-1.

The winnersreceived & trophy
end pictures of the team,

&f";_t:f? elm_h_, ,::5
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NAVY ANNOUNCES
DATES FOR AUGUST
E-4,56 EXAMS

WASHINGTON (AFPS)-Dates of
the August 1954 Servicgwide
competitive examinations for
advancement to pay gredes B-/,
E-5 and E-f have been announc-
ed by the Navy,

Dates are as follows: E-4
(petty officer third class),
Tuesday, Aug. 10; FE-5 (petty

officer second elass), Tuesday
Aug, 17;and E-6 (petty officer
first class), Tuesday, Aug.24.

A new-system of effective
dates of advancement 4n rating
will start with tie August 1954
examinations. The Naval Exam-
ining Center will 4issue ad-
vancement authorization let-
ters iIndiceting the various
dates that advancements are to
become effective,

Advancements will be divid-
ed into three periods, Person-
nel with the highest final
multiples will' be advanced in

each rate as of Nov. 16, 1954.

The' effective dates for re-
maining personnel will be Jan. .
16, 1955 end Mar. 16, 1955,
depending on final multiples,

This system, the Navy saya,
will permit .nore advsncements
to be madesnd still stey with-
in the 1limit of petty officer
strength 1imposed by budgetary
restrictions,

Examinations will be used for:

1)-Advancement in rating of
USH and USNR personnel on ac-
tive duty withthe reguler Navye

2)-Change in rating from
fire controlmanto fire eontrol
technicisn end from aviation
electronicsman to aviation e:
lectronies techniedan,

3)-Advancement in rating of
parsonnel on continucus active
duty in the Naval Reserve Or-
ganigation (TAR).

4)-Substentiation of quali-
fications of Naval - Reserve
personnel to enllist 1in the
regular Navy In equal pay
grade,

Further information on the
examinations ean be found in
Bureau of Naval Personnel Not-



